REMINISCENCES

one of our writers to add picturesque touches to his
political commentary; and could help us to judge of
probable chances of expected military movements by
depicting to us the sort of natural difficulties which
must under any conditions stand in the way of a suc-
cessful advance on the part of a Federal army.    We
used to receive at that time frequent visits from Mr.
Cyrus W. Field, the projector of the Atlantic  cable
scheme, which was then only a project; and he ren-
dered to us unspeakable service by his intimate knowl-
edge of every American State and of every American
public organisation and public man on whose movement
the course of events might in any way be supposed to
depend.    The present generation of newspaper readers
could hardly understand how astonishing was the want
of information at that time in this country on all sub-
jects connected with the American republic.   The very
distances were a complete puzzle to the ordinary Briton,
who was anxious to offer his opinion as to the future
probabilities of the great contest.    I was present myself
at a dinner-party in London where a   distinguished
historian was one of the guests, and where the conver-
sation turned on the passing events of the American
civil war.   The  historian  suddenly   appealed   to   an
American friend of mine who made one of the company,
and asked him if he could explain why a Federal gen-
eral whom he named did not rush to the assistance of
General Grant, who then seemed to be confronted by
serious difficulties in his approaches to Eichmond.    My
American friend composedly answered that one difficulty
in the way of this rapid junction of forces was that the
Federal general referred to was nearly as far oS from
Grant as London from St. Petersburg*
We of the 4 Morning Star' used to find ourselves in
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